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Thus change has already taken place both in the law
administered by the native courts and in their procedure,
and further changes can be expected. The question arises
whether the courts should be left unaided and unguided
to adapt law and procedure as they see fit, or whether the
central government should co-ordinate their development
on the lines of some general policy.
The central governments have always taken a great
interest in the native courts, partly because they have been
found convenient agents for enforcing a good deal of
enacted law, and partly, also, because the contentment of
the people with colonial rule depends in large measure on
the efficiency and acceptability of the native court system.
Government control in the past, however, has been exer-
cised chiefly through its administrative officers. These have
had the duty of supervising the courts, revising their judge-
ments and hearing appeals. Their main object has been
to prevent abuses.
Development in recent years has led colonial govern-
ments to realize the need for attempting more than this.
However able and painstaking administrative officers may
be, not necessarily all of them are well qualified to advise the
courts on the difficult problem of adjusting customary law
to changed conditions. Moreover, it is undesirable that
native law should develop according to different principles
in different parts of a single colony; but without guidance
from the centre this is likely to occur. At present, neither
administrative officers nor members of native courts are
likely to know what decisions have been reached elsewhere
on issues relevant to the cases with which they deal.
One possible answer to this problem is the appointment
of a Judicial Adviser1 and of Provincial Judicial Officers,
1 Judicial Advisers have akeady been appointed in Buganda, in
Kenya, and on the Gold Coast. Similar appointments are contem-
plated elsewhere, e.g. in Northern Rhodesia, and an advisory com-
mittee on native law has been set up in the Colonial Office in London,